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I. 


TREATMENT OF GONORRHGA. 


Mr. Lawrence continued :—We 
come next to speak of the treat- 
ment,—how to cure the clap. It 
would be an interesting discovery 
indeed, if any one could find a 
speedy and effectual mode of ac- 
complishing this object ;—a medi- 
cal, or other student, who feels 
greatly interested in the subject, 
would immortalize his name ; and 
the nymphs in the Strand would no 
doubt erect a statue to his memo- 
ry. I believe, however, that there 
is no speedy mode of accomplish- 
ing acure ; and that we are not 
able to diminish very much that 
kind of moral lesson which this 
suffering is calculated to convey. 


The treatment of the clap may 
be considered as rational or empt- 
rical. 


When we proceed to treat it 
rationally,—according to principle, 
—we regard it as an inflammatory 
complaint, and employ antiphlo- 
gistic treatment, suited in activity 
to the symptoms. In some of the 
bad cases that I have mentioned, 
it may be necessary to take blood 
from the arm, and from the loins 
or perineum, by cupping or leech- 
es, and then to administer purga- 
tive medicines, followed by sudo- 
rifics, such as salines, with anti- 
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bined with antimony, in pretty 


mony. The patient must be kept 
at rest in the recumbent position, 
and put on low diet ; and, in fact, 
subjected to a pretty rigorous 
antiphlogistic plan. After cleans- 
ing the bowels actively, the lig. 
ammonie acetatis, with nitre— 
nitre with supertartrate of potash, 
or these different medicines com- 


considerable doses, may be admi- 
nistered. Mucilaginous drinks« 
should be freely taken, to dilute - 
the urine and render it less stimu- 
lating to the urethra, such as bar- 
leywater, linseed tea, gruel, and 
gum arabic water. Alkaline re- 
medies are found capable of assist- 
ing in this object, particularly liq. 
potasse, which may be given in 
the drinks that I have mentioned ; 
and perhaps the best way to re- 
lieve the scalding is to give a mo- 
derate dose, about ten drops, each 
time after the patient makes wa- 
ter. If you merely give it at dis- 
tant intervals, the effect on the 
urine is lost ; but if you give it 
regularly, immediately after mak- 
ing water, it will have an effect 
on the secretion before the next 
time the patient wants to pass his 
water. If considerable pain re- 
mains about the urethra and blad- 
der, after you have adopted prett 
active means, you will find it ad- 
vantageous {o put the patient in 
the warm bath—the hip-bath—and 
to administer Dover’s powder, 
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opium, or hyoscyamus, in a full 
dose. When the sensation about 
the bladder and urethra continues, 
and is very troublesome, you re- 
lieve it by antiphlogistic means, 
and by the administration of opi- 
ua, in the form of an injection. 
In the milder cases of gonorrhea, 
you adopt a gentler kind of anti- 
phlogistic treatment: you empty 
the bowels, keep the patient 
quiet, put him on low diet, give 
him nitre with supertartrate of 
potash, and mucilaginous demul- 
cent drinks. In a state of high 
inflammation of the penis, patients 
experience relief from the appli- 
cation of cold, and frequently 
bathing the part. Sometimes 
they fancy they derive more be- 
nefit from the application of warm 
fomentations, or poultices, or 

steeping the penis in warm water. 
An attempt has been made to 
cut short the disease in the ure- 
thra by means of local applications 
to the inflamed membrane, in the 
form of injection; and, in fact, 
these applications make a consi- 
derable figure in treatises upon 
this subject. Injections are di- 
vided into some three or four 
classes ; thus we have emollient, 
sedative, astringent, and stimu- 
lating injections. Various muci- 
Jaginous and narcotic substances, 
such as opium, have been recom- 
mended, under the idea of sooth- 
ing and relieving the pain; that 
is, supposing them to act as emol- 
lients or sedatives. I believe 
we can do no good in this way by 
injection. So far as my know- 
ledge goes, no benefit is derived 
by the individual from such injec- 
tions, whether emollient, seda- 
tive, or warcotic ; and we will, 
therefore, leave these ou. of the 
question. 

As to stimulating injections, I 
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do not suppose that any inflamed 
mucous membrane can be bene- 
fited by such means, but I have 
not had much experience of this 
mode of treatment. We come 
next to the consideration of as- 
tringents. It has been proposed, 
and extensively acted upon, to 
inject pretty strong solutions of 
astringent substances into the 
urethra, in the early stages of 
the affection, with a view of 
stoppfng the discharge, and cutting 
short the disease. A solution of 
nitrate of silver has been employ- 
ed for this purpose, in the pro- 
ortion of ten grains to the ounce. 
t is said that if this be thrown 
into the urethra at an early pe- 
riod, it will stop the affection. 
I may observe, with respect to 
astringent injections generally, 
that you do not want to apply 
them farther in the urethra than 
what Mr. Hunter has called the 
specific distance ; and, by pres- 
sure with the finger on the outside 
of the urethra, you prevent the 
fluid you throw in from passing 
farther than this. I have not 
myself tried this mode of injecting 
a strong solution of nitrate of 
silver, with a view to stop the 
disease in its origin, and therefore 
I can give no positive opinion 
about it: I can only say that it has 


been tried frequently in the army,, 


and it is generally represented as 
effectual and safe by those who 
have used it. In most instances 
where we use injections, it is 
after having treated the inflam- 
mation, and more violent symp- 
toms, by the antiphlogistic means 
that we have already described 
as adapted to this purpose. We 
employ astringents in a wilder 
form, as sulphate of zinc, sul- 
phate of copper, nitrate of silver, 
the oxymuriate of mercury; of 
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the three first, two or three grains 
to the ounce of distilled water,— 
of the latter, not more than one 
grain to the ounce. This should 
be injected three or four times in 
the course of the day, in the way 
mentioned ; and in many cases the 
injection pretty quickly puts a 
stop to the increased secretion 
of mucus. In other instances, 
however, it fails to do so; and in 
some Cases it seems to aggravate 


the symptoms, increasing the in- 


flammation, and augmenting the 
discharge. These astringent in- 
jections have incurred the dis- 
credit of giving a disposition to 
stricture in the urethra. Hence 
many practitioners never employ 
them ; and I fancy, generally 
speaking, in the treatment of 
gonorrhoea they are not now much 
employed. So much for what 
we should call the rational treat- 
ment of clap. 

We now come to the empirical 
treatment ; and we shall find that 
particular remedies exert a cer- 
tain power over this complaint, 
although sot of the kind that we 
should have expected to be bene- 
ficial insuch cases. One of these 
is a remedy of recent introduc- 
tion; but which, from the expe- 
rience of its efficacy, is very ge- 
nerally employed,—I mean Cubeb 
pepper, which is also called Java 
pepper,—Piper cubeba. This, 
given in large doses at the very 
commencement&f the complaint, 
will frequently bring it to an end 
in a few days; and in other in- 
stances, though it will not com- 
pletely arrest the complaint, it 
will stop the violent symptoms 
connected with it, so that the 
patient has simply discharge, 
without pain or ardor urine. For 
this purpose you should give not 
less than two drachms of the 


powdered pepper, three or even 
four times a day. The longer 
the complaint has existed before 
you use this remedy, the less 
likely are you to stop it by its 
means. The most beneficial in- 
fluence is shown when it is given 
in the early stages; and the ex- 
istence of active inflammatory 
symptoms is not a sufficient ob- 
jection to its administration. Ano- 
ther remedy, more commonly 
employed after the antiphlogistic 
treatment, is copaiva balsam,— 
balsamum copaibe ; which is given 
in doses of half a drachm to a 
drachm three times a day, either 
simply by dropping it on moist 
sugar, or taking it in a little wa- 
ter, like castor oil ; or adminis- 
tered in some mucilaginous vehi- 
cle, or in mixture, in which it is 
combined with liq. potassee. After 
the employment of general anti- 
phlogistic means, the copaiva has 
a marked effect in bringing the 
inflammation toaclose. Copaiva, 
and the various astringent injec- 
tions, are the means most com- 
monly employed in the protracted 
form of the affection called gleet. 

I have mentioned to you that 
the inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the urethra runs 
through a certain course, and 
comes to a natural end, without 
entailing future ill consequences 
on the patient. There are, how- 
ever, some instances in which we 
have reason to suppose that se- 
condary symptoms have followed 
gonorrheea; but these instances 
are so few, that many individuals 
have never seen any case of the 
kind, and hardly believe the pos- 
sibility of their existence. Those, 
however, who have had most ex- 
tensive experience in the treat- 
ment of this complaint, recognise 
the possibility of secondary symp- 
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toms from gonorrhea. This is 


the case with Mr. Carmichael. 


He says it is sometimes followed 
by papular eruption, superficial 


ulceration of the tonsil, and pains 


of the joints and limbs ; but that 
the symptoms, under such circum- 
stances, do not require the em- 
ployment of mercury for their 
cure, the ordinary antiphlogistic 
treatment accomplishing all that 
is necessary. 

There are some other circum- 
stances occasionally attendant on 
gonorrheea which require to be 
mentioned. The inflammation of 
the urethra may cause inflamma- 
tion of the glands in the groia; 
that is, it may cause bubo: but if 
you adopt the antiphlogistic mea- 
sures which the local complaint 
requires, and keep the patient at 
rest, you will not be much trou- 
bled by this symptom; at all 
events, its treatment is to be 
conducted upon ordinary princi- 
ples. 

_ The inflammation of the pre- 
puce, if it go to a considerable 
extent, will cause phimosis ; that 
is, a contraction of the lining of 
the prepuce forming the orifice ; 
so that the part cannot be drawn 
over the glans. You must here 
employ local means to reduce 
the inflammation ; and you will 
not find that phimosis is a serious 
symptom in cases of simple clap. 
It is necessary, in order to lessen 
the inflammation under such cir- 
cumstances, not merely to adopt 
those local antiphlogistic means 
which are obviously required, but 
carefully to syringe under the pre- 
puce, to prevent the accumulation 
of gonorrheeal discharge,and to keep 
the parts clean. The discharge, 
if allowed to remain, irritates the 
delicate covering of the glans and 
the lining of the prepuce, aug- 


menting the inflammation of those 
parts, and sometimes leading to 
serious ulceration as the conse- 
quence. Hence it is necessary 
that ablution of the parts should 
be carefully put in force by means 
of syringing. 

Sometimes the opposite state, 
—that of paraphimosis,—may 
arise in gonorrheea, or when sores 
exist on the parts in syphilis; that 
is, supposing the orifice of the 
prepuce to have become con- 
tracted by inflammation, and the 
patient has drawn back the fore- 
skin for any purpose, the con- 
tracted orifice of the prepuce, 
now situated behind the glans, 
occasions it to swell, and soon the 


parts get into such a state as pre- — 


vents the prepuce from being 
drawn forward again. That is 
the condition of paraphimosis. If 
the part remains in this state for 
some time, considerable swelling 
and inflammation of the glans will 
take place ; the pressure of the 
contracted orifice of the prepuce 
becomes more considerable ; it 
produces a deep fissure behind 
the corona glandis, as if the penis 
were tied by a tight string. When 
you see a case of this kind within 
three or four days of the occur- 
rence of paraphimosis, you seldom 
fail in restoring the glans to its 
natural situation. In the first 
place, you may get a basin of 
cold water, and. let the patient, 
with a sponge or @ piece of lint, 
bathe the part so as to cool it as 
much as possible. Then you 
press gently upon the swollen 
glans with the themb or thumb 
and finger of one hand, while you 
gradually draw over it the con- 
tracted orifice. of the prepuce 
with the thumb and finger of the 
other hand. 


slowly, squeezing out the blood 


If you proceed 
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from the glans as well as you can, 
so as to reduce its size, then ma- 
naging to push it gradually into 
the opening of the orifice, at the 
same time that you draw the pre- 
puce gently forward, you will 
usually succeed in .replacing the 
parts, and thus relieve the patient 
from a state which to him is one 
of considerable alarm and appre- 
hension, besides being very pain- 
ful. But when the prepuce has 
been left inthis unnatural position 
for some time, considerable in- 
flammation takes place, effusion 
occurs, and, in fact, the prepuce 
and skin of the penis become fixed 
and agglutinated in their new si- 
tuation. Under such circum- 
stances, you find it necessary to 
cut through the strictural part; 
for you find that the stricture, 
although perhaps it may not pro- 
duce active inflammation of the 
glans, yet alters very much the 
figure of the penis. If you make 
a little incision in the swollen 
part, immediately behind the deep 
fissure of the prepuce, you will 
be able to introduce the director, 
and, with a sharp-pointed bistoury, 
to cut it through, and thus allow 
the prepuce to resume its natu- 
ral place. 

he irritation of gonorrheal 
discharge very frequently pro- 
duces warts, either on the glans 
or on the prepuce ; and still more 
frequently produces great abun- 
dance of them on the external 
organs of generation in the female. 
The genitals of the female are so 
situated, and circumstanced, as 
to lead to a considerable moisten- 
ing of them by gonorrhceal or oth- 
er discharge occurring in these 
parts. The discharge continues 
to irritate the parts, and thus you 
have an immense growth of warts 
frequently occurring about the 


orifice of the vagina, the nymphe, 
perineum, and neighborhood of 
the anus. Sometimes we find 
the anus so covered as not to be 
able to feel the orifice of the in- 
testine, while the perineum and 
external organs are so beset with 
them that you would not recognise 
the parts. You see large, irre- 
gular, warty masses, not much 
less than the hand, proceeding 
from the parts, and arising merely 
from the irritation of the cutane- 
ous texture, excited by the go- 
norrheeal discharge. 

When the warts are of mode- 
rate size, you may treat them 
either by irritating substances or 
escharotics. In the first place, 
you adopt all the means you can 
to remove the cause that pro- 
duces them,—that is, to put a 
stop to the discharge,—to put a 
stop to the state of inflammation 
and excoriation of the surface on 
which the production of the warts 
depends. When you have done 
this, you may rub the warts, if 
they are of moderate size, with 
lunar caustic, or sprinkle them 
over with an irritating powder. 
For this purpose you may use the 
pulvis sabine, or acetate of cop- 
per. When they are large, how- 
ever, they do not yield to these 
remedies, and you must then re- 
move them with a knife, or scis- 
sors, and in a few days rub the 
surface with lunar caustic, so as to 
prevent their recurrence. Some 
persons have recommended strong 
acids; and Mr. Carmichael speaks 
very favorably of the acetic acid, 
which acts, as any other strong 
acid would do, as an escharotic, 
in destroying the vitality of the 
parts. 

In the course of gonorrhea, it 
is not uncommon to have the dis- 
charge suddenly stop, and inflam- 
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mation and swelling, with great 
pain of one of the testicles, come 
on. The occurrence of this par- 
ticular kind of inflammation of the 
testicle has been called hernia 
humoralis. It is, in fact, active 
inflammation of the gland—inflam- 
mation of the testicle. The part 
swells, becomes very painfal, 
and, if the inflammation is consi- 
derable, the scrotum which covers 
it is of a bright red color. When 
the inflammation is very consider- 
able, it extends to the loose cel- 
lular texture of the scrotum, so 
that the integuments become in a 
degree fixed-to the surface of the 
inflamed part. Severe pain is 
felt, more particularly when the 
patient is in the upright posture, 


or uses any exertion. The dis- 


charge from the urethra general- 
ly stops entirely. 

You must treat this inflamma- 
tion by ordinary antiphlogistic 


means ;—free bleeding of the 


part by the application of leech- 
es, warm fomentations, and poul- 
tices; the recumbent position, 
and clearing the bowels. Some- 
times you apply leeches pretty 
freely and repeatedly, and yet 
you do not succeed in putting a 
stop to the inflammation: the part 
remains much swelled and very 
paioful. Under such circum- 
stances, you derive great advan- 
tage from the free employment 
of tartar emetic, so as to produce 
vomiting. You give half anounce 
of liq. antimonii tartarizati, which 
contains one grain of tartarized 
antimony, and repeat the dose 
every four hours, by which you 
keep up nausea and vomiting. 
Under such circumstances, you 
frequently afford the patient relief 
in this way. Indeed, this treat- 
ment alone. is frequently had re- 
course to, to remove inflammation 


of the testicle, constituting hernia 
huworalis ; and I have seen par- 
ticular instances where great pain 
and inflammation have continued 
after the application of leeches, 
and where the employment of the 
emetic. tartar, in the way just 
mentioned, has put a stop to those 
unpleasant symptoms very speedi- 
ly. Itisnecessary for the patient 
to remain in the recumbent pos- 
ture until the swelling has com- 
pletely abated ; at all events, if a 
patient who has been confined on 
account of hernia humoralis gets 
up too soon, and, trusting to a di- 
minution, with seeming relief of 
the symptoms, attempts to go 
about his ordinary occupations, 
he commonly brings on a relapse ; 
so that great caution is necessary 
on this point. 

There are other and more se- 
rious circumstances arising from 
gonorrhcea ;—in particular consti- 
tutions, for example, when it 
takes place in individuals of rheu- 
matic disposition. These persons 
are liable-to the occurrence of 
severe inflammations of the eye, 
attacking the mucous membrane 
of the part, sometimes involving 
the sclerotica, sometimes even 
extending to the iris, that is, to 
tle fibrous texture of the organ. 
Sometimes one of these forms, . 
and sometimes another, occurs ; 
the pain in the urethra being di- 
minished iv intensity, though the 
discharge goes on more or less. 
These affections of the eye I 
shall have occasion to speak of, 
when I come to consider that 
part of the subject, and to treat 
especially of diseases of the eye. 
In the same individuals in whom 
there is such affection of the eye 
in consequence of gonorrhea, it 
will almost invariably happen that 
rheumatism of the joints takes 
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- place, very commonly of the knee, 
feet, and ankles, and even of 
other joints,—affections which so 
clearly resemble rheumatism, 
that it is not unaptly denominated 
gonorrheal rheumatism.  Ioflam- 
mation of the synovial membranes, 
and enlargement of the joints (the 
consequence of increased secre- 
tion of the membrane) is the cha- 
racter it assumes when it appears 
in such parts as the knee. When 
it attacks the feet, you find a kind 
of cedematous tumefaction, which 
in common life is designated rheu- 
matic gout. This affection will 
extend from one joint to another ; 
one joint will get better, and 
others become affected. In fact, 
in the particular symptom of the 
extension and shifting of the dis- 
ease from one joint to another, as 
well as in the general circum- 
stances of the affection, it pos- 
sesses nearly all the characters 
that belongto rheumatism. Such 
affections of the joints may take 
place in conjunction with the dis- 
eases of the eye, or in alternation 
With, or in succession to them. 

In the treatment, you are to 
bear in mind the peculiar condi- 
tion of the constitution from which 
this collection of symptoms de- 
tives its origin. You are not to 
be contented, under such circum- 
stances, with the’ mere local 
means which the state of the 
joints may require ; you must al- 
ways keep in mind the general 
state of the constitution. In the 
first instance, it may be necessary 
to take blood from the arm; it 
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of the symptoms, and prevent - 
those changes of structure which 
would subsequently impair the 
motion of the joints, by the exhi- 
bition of mercury : nor would it 
do any harm if, in the course of 
the treatment, some affection of 
the mouth were produced by it. 
Colchicum is another remed 

occasionally employed with ad- 
vantage under these circum- 
stances. So far as local treat- 
ment is concerned, you find ab- 
straction of blood by cupping and 
leeches, and fomentations, the 
most advantageous; but these 
local means will not answer the 
purpose without the more general 
measures that I have just pointed 
out. These affections are very 
tedious. Complaints in parts like 
the joints, which arise from con- 
stitutional causes, must naturally 
be so, as you cannot speedily alter 
the state of the system on which 
they depend. Hence, in the 
chronic state of the disease, per- 
sons are inclined to attempt to 
expedite the cure by blistering. 
I think blistering will not do good 
when there is anything like active 
inflammation remaining. hen 
patients have had these complaints 
for a length of time, we frequent- 
ly find benefit produced by re- 
moval to the seaside, and employ- 
ing a course of seabathing ; but, 
after all, this healthy state, when 
it is produced, is not so much 


from the means just mentioned, 


as from the complaint ultimately 
wearing itself out. 


will be proper to evacuate the — 


alimentary canal freely: for which 
purpose a combination of calomel, 
antimony, and colocynth, answers 
well. After using these means, 
I think you abridge the duration 
of the disease, lessen the intensity 
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, AN ILLUSTRATION OF A FATAL SPECIES 


OF SCARLATINA, LATELY PREVA- 
LENT AT PLYMOUTH, ENGLAND.* 


By Epwarp Buackmore, M.D., Phy- 
sician to the Public Dispensary. 


Tue subject of the present com- 
munication is an impressive in- 
stance of the diversity remarkable 
in the constitution of particular 
diseases at various periods, and 
of the multiform sources of dan- 
ger involved in them. The scar- 
Jet fever has not hitherto prevail- 
ed extensively among the general 
population, but has very much 
confined its attacks to the better 
classes; in whom, likewise, the 
most extreme mortality has taken 
lace. Of seven cases which 
ave come under the personal 
observation of the writer, one 
only was fatal; whereas, in the 
family of a surgeon-apothecary of 
this place, four who were attack- 
ed all perished, and in another 
family two died. 

The absence of dangerous sy mp- 
toms in this epidemic ; its insidi- 
ous progress, its rapid and unex- 
pected fatal termination, with the 
obscurity which has confessedly 
overhung the causes of its high 
mortality, and the discrepancy of 
medical opinion here on the best 
method of obviating its ravages, 
concur to render the subsequent 
case not undeserving of conside- 
ration. 


A. May, a fine girl, nearly three 
years of age, complained, on the 
25th of March, of pain in the 
head, with retching, costiveness, 
and high fever, which was sup- 
posed by the mother to be the 
scarlet fever. Three days here- 
after the disease is said to have 
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‘¢ turned; no sensible pain or 
difficulty in swallowing was re- 
marked up to the fifth day, but 
the head complaint continued, 
with some delirium, on this day. 
Costiveness, and perfect inappe- 
tency for food. Some purgative 
medicine alone had been used. 
On the sixth day, the case was 
first seen by a surgeon-apotheca- 
ry, by whose directions a purga- 
tive was given, and a blister ap- 
plied around the throat, which 
was remarked to be slightly ul- 
cerated; no alarming symptom, 
however, presented itself. I saw 
her on the eighth day of the ma- 
lady : slight fever then subsisted ; 
the face was tumid, and of a pur- 
plish hue ; some ichorous mucus 
flowed from the nostrils. Two 
ulcers were seen behind the ton- 
sils, which were coated with vis- 
cid purulent mucus, devoid of bad 
fetor, and of innocuous aspect. 
She was disposed to slight stupor, 
but perfectly sensible, and strug- 
gled in the nurse’s arms on being 
disturbed. Nothing appeared to 
forbid ahopeful prognosis. When 
seen again two days afterwards, 
she was in the act of dying. Stu- 
por had come on shortly after my 
previous visit; the respiration 
became obstructed; dark concrete 
sanious mucus filled the nostrils, 
and much fetor was exhaled from 
the throat. Her whole aspect 
was that of one dying with op- 
pressed brain and lungs. 


Dissection, forty hours after death. 

The abdomen and legs were 
very livid, with petechiz ; no 
tumidity ; much gummy ichor in 
the nostrils. In the chest no 
pleuritic adhesions ; no serum. 
The lungs were very much en- 
gorged and dense with black fluid 
blood, particularly the left lung, 
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but no extravasation of blood ; no 
mucus in the air cells. The 
mucous membrane of the large 
bronchie stained by the congested 
blood ; no vestige of confined in- 
flammation. The right side of 
the heart was distended with a 
large mass of fibrin. Some fluid 
black ‘blood remained in the left 
auricle and ventricle. Thetiver 
was large and healthy ; the gall- 
bladder full of green bile. The 
_ spleen, intestines, and stomach, 
were natural, except that a tint 
of vascularity appeared on the 
cardiac: portion of the mucous 
coat of the latter organ. The 
brain was engorged with black 
blood, and its ventricles held 3 iss. 
of bloody serum: its substance 
was dense. In the palate, deep 
behind the tonsils, on the verge 
of the posterior nares, were seat- 
ed two large ulcers, covered with 
very fetid matter, like soft rotten 
cheese, but with no positive ves- 
tige of gangrene. The larynx 
and trachea were healthy. Mar- 
vellous as it may appear, the 
present is the only: instance, in so 
far as the writer can learn, where 
an anatomical inspection has taken 
place. 
With regard to the mode of 
death, and its immediate causes, 
it may be observed that a rapid 
transition from a state of innocu- 
ous disorder to one of imminent 
danger (which has characterised 
all the fatal cases within the 
writer’s knowledge), seldom or 
never happens in the mode of 
direct debility, but is to be re- 
ferred, on the soundest physiolo- 
gical principles, to the oppression 
of some vital organ. That such 
was the occasion of the fatal issue 
in the present case, is determined 
by the history and the dissection. 
The remote causes of the coma, 
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and the suffocation, were, I pre- 
sume, Ist, the high eruption in 
fever, and next the fetid caseous 
pus which exuded from the ulcers 
in the throat, and obstructed the. 
tonsils. Not that I conceive the 
local disease to have been a mere- 
ly mechanical impediment to res- 
piration; the morbid secretions 
may have had a poisonous influ- 
ence on the pulmonic nerves, and 
thus have suspended the vital 
action in the lungs. As all the 
fatal cases exhibited similar phe- 
nomena with the present, except 
that in a few there was less of 
febrile excitement and. earlier 
stupor, analogous to the conges- 
tive typhus, it may be concluded 
that in all the immediate causes 
of death were the same. 


If this exposition of the patho- 
logy of the recent malady be 
correct, the most successful mode 
of treatment cannot be obscure, 
i. e., decisive antifebrile reme- 
dies in the outset, and towards 
the end severe counter-irritation 
on the skin, with emetics. The 
capsicum gargle has been deemed 
by some to be of specific virtue, 
but in the writer’s experience, 
the deep corroding ulceration in 
the throat has been always at- 
tended by strong febrile action, 
and been checked by general 
evacuants. Moreover, the un- 
questionable oppression of internal 
organs, by sanguineous congestion, 
most certainly contraindicates the 
use of excitants, such as were 
specific in the malignant ulcerous 
sore throat of former times. 
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ROUTE SELECTED BY INVALIDS ON 
THEIR WAY TO ITALY. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 


Dublin, Ireland, May 6, 1830. 
Str,—Having been actively em- 
ployed in professional pursuits for 
more than forty years, I was in- 
duced, last autumn, to accompany 
a dear friend to pass the ensuing 
winter at Nice, inthe north of Italy. 


That Nice is comparatively a 


warm, very dry, and well shel- 
tered spot, cannot bé denied ;— 
of course, it has great charms for 
chilly invalids, more especially 
for those whose health suffers 


- from a moist or humid atmosphere. 


Since the publication of the 
celebrated Dr. Smollet’s letters 
on France and Italy, Nice has 
been much resorted to by the 


inhabitants of the British Isles, 


and latterly a good deal by inva- 
lids from the United States. 
Should the following brief notices 
appear to you of any importance, 
be pleased to give them an early 
insertion in your Journal. 

The ordinary route from Eng- 
land to Nice is by Calais, Paris, 
Auxerre and Lyons. Experience 
has taught me that this is a long, 
tedious, and fatiguing journey, 
even to those in ordinary health. 
I do therefore beseech my pro- 
fessional brethren to consider well 
before they advise any patient, 
greatly reduced ia strength, or 
laboring under hectic fever, to 
undertake such a journey. 

The distance from Calais to 
Nice is one hundred and sixty- 
three French posts, which, mul- 
tiplied by five (their medium 
length) gives eight hundred and 
fifteen English miles. Without 


pretending to great precision, I 
would say that more than one half 
of this road is rough, very much 
cut into ruts by narrow cart 
wheels, and very jolting even to 
those who possess the easiest 
English carriages. Good inns 
are often distant from each other 
six, eight, and ten posts. Where 
the roads happen to be rough, 
ten posts constitute a ruinous day’s 
journey to those much reduced 
in strength. | 
At Lyons, I was requested to 
visit an American lady who was 
struggling to make her way to 
Nice. She was in manners and 
appearance a most interesting 
erson. Her husband, acute and 
intelligent, gave me the following 
account of her:—In about five 
weeks after confinement of her 
sixth child, her chest being deli- 
cate, she sailed for Liverpool. 
The passage was rough and dis- 
tressing to her. In travelling 
from Liverpool to Dover, her 
health amended every day ; she 
put on flesh, and appeared to him 
much better. In proportion as 
she travelled in France, she daily 
became weaker, complained sadly 
of the roughness of the roads, and 
came into Lyons feeling as if she 
had not strength to support her 
through the night. Her cough 
had left her, but the abdomen 
began to fill with water. On my 
return through Lyons in March, 
I learned with regret that she 
died there about a week or ten 
days after my departure. , 
The unmarried daughter of a 
rs hr widow from the South 
of Scotland also died at Lyons, on 
her way to Nice. These two 
cases in one autumn, and there 
may have been others unknown to 
me, have excited very serious , 
reflections in my own mind. 
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Is Nice to be abandoned by 
invalids because of bad French 
roads and distant inns? By no 
means. Let the ordinary route 
be abandoned. The road between 
Lyons and Aix has more roulage 
of carts than any in France, and 
of course is not likely ever to be 
good.—In March I visited two 
delicate females at Nice, most 
anxious to make their way back 
to England before summer. They 
despaired of being able to return 
as they came ; their hope rested 
almost entirely on trying the route 
by Bourdeaux, as soon as Irish 
steam packets began to ply. 
Having inquired much, I believe 
the roads from Avignon to Bour- 
deaux are amongst the best in 
France. The distance from Nice 
is not quite six hundred miles, 
and some portion of it may be 
effected by water carriage, if 
necessary. Had my American 
friend sailed for Bourdeaux in- 
stead of Liverpool, she would 
have been spared an immensity of 
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pain and distress. Had the poli- 
tical state of Madeira allowed 
her to stop there, she would have 
had no land journey to encounter, 
and, by the satisfactory statements 
of my respected friend Dr. James 
Clark, of London, she would have 
enjoyed the finest climate known 
tous. By sailing from America 
to Marseilles, Nice would be of 
very easy access to the most de- 
bilitated invalids. The distance 
is but twenty-five posts, and the 
greater part of the road is very 
good. These are considerations 
which appear to me well worthy 
the attention of the medical 
profession in the United States. 


I have been long and seriously 
impressed with an opinion, that, 
where a physician cannot add to 
the comforts of his suffering pa- 
tients, he is not justified in lessen- 
ing them, without a moral cer- 
tainty of a favorable result. 

» Yours, &c. 


JosepH Ciarke, M.D. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 1830. 


EFFECTS OF TOBACCO ON THE SYSTEM, 


WE observe that a writer in one of 
the late Journals has described at 
some length the effects exerted by 
this substance on persons employed 
in its various preparations. Although 
the facts stated do not materially 
differ from those which have already 
been advanced, they yet derive some 


interest from the circumstance that 


so little attention has lately been 
given to the immediate and remote 
influence of an article which is snuff- 
ed, smoked and chewed, by so nu- 


merous and respectable a portion of 
every civilized society. We propose 
to take a cursory view of the existing 
testimony on these points, availing 
ourselves, so far as it may serve for 
this purpose, of:the information con- 


tained in the paper above referred to, 


The most usual effect of tobacco, 
when employed in a moderate quan- 
tity, is that of a simple and direct 
sedative to the nervous system. The 
mode of using it in which this effect is 
attained most directly, and with the 
smallest admixture of other influence, 
is probably that of smoking, whether 


. 
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with or without the medium of a 


pipe. It acts by diminishing the 
nervous sensibility, and diffusing a 
calm and quiet over the system, 
somewhat, though not entirely, re- 
sembling the first effects from the 
drinking of spirituous liquor, before 
the more active symptoms of the 
potation have appeared. The indi- 
vidual under this influence is not 
only less affected by circumstances 
immediately present, but has also a 
less vivid recollection of past events. 
In this way it is found to banish 
vopleasant images, and chase away 
anxiety and care. This effect lasts 
for some time, somewhat longer than 
while the article is used, and is not 
usually succeeded by any perceptible 
reaction or opposite state of body or 
of mind. 


The effects just described, and for 
which probably tlie article is princi- 
pally sought, are common to every 
form in which it is employed ;—oth- 
ers are Jess general, and their occur- 
rence depends principally on the 
nature of the organ to which its in- 


_ fluence is primarily directed. Among 
these may be mentioned the slight’ 


irritation of the mucous membrane 
of the nose, which is occasioned by 


the use of snuff, and which no doubt 


constitutes one of its attractions ; and 
that of the salivary glands, which is 


the common effect of smoking, and 


of mastication, In the inexperienced 
smoker, the operation is always fol- 
lowed by nausea and vomiting ; but 
these symptoms usually disappear on 
a second or third trial, The uniform 
effect of the use of tobacco is to di- 
minish appetite ; and of this quality 
the native Brazilians are said by 


Léry to have availed themseives, 
to blunt the keen sense of hunger 
when deprived of food. Whether 
this happens in virtue of its sedative 
influence generally, or by some 
peculiar action in the digestive sys- 
tem, is not settled; but it has been 
suggested, and very plausibly, that 
this effect is due to the increased 
action of saliva, which, passing into 
the stomach, serves to distend this 
organ, and to lessen the feeling of 
entire inanition, Whatever the 
cause may be, the fact has been 
matter of repeated observation. 


That the agreeable effects attri- 
buted to the use of tobacco have a 
real existence, we need no better 
proof than its indiscriminate adoption 
by all classes, in every country where 
it has once been introduced, It was 
calculated, in 1820, that the annual 
consumption of tobacco, in France 
alone, was forty millions of pounds, 
which, supposing the whole number 
of consumers to have been six mil- — 
lions, would be seven pounds for the 
average of each individual. The 
greatest part of this amount is pro- 
bably consumed in the form of snuff, 
to the use of which this nation is 
peculiarly addicted. The annual 
quantity used in Great Britain was 
stated, at the same period, to be 
fourteen millions of pounds, 


As a medicinal article, the repu- 
tation of tobacco, like that of most 
other constituents of the materia 
medica, has varied considerably at 
different periods. Besides its virtue 
of diminishing hunger, as above men- 
tioned, it has been smoked with some 
advantage in asthma, and, used in 
the same manner, acts as a preser- 
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EFFECTS OF TOBACCO ON THE SYSTEM. 


-vative against infection. Its use in 
certain extreme cases, as a relaxant 
of the muscular system, and its eme- 
tic and cathartic energies, are suffi 
ciently familiar. 

With regard to the ill effects pro- 
duced by the habitual use of tobacco, 
there has been no want of testimony 
from the earliest periods of its intro- 
duction into use. In fact, in pro- 
portion to the avidity with which it 
was received, and the applause heap- 
ed upon it by its friends, were the 
efforts of its enemies to bring it into 
discredit. Borrichius, a learned 
Danish author who wrote in the 17th 
century, asserts that it has repeatedly 
proved fatal, and that in one who 
died in consequence of the excessive 
use of it, there was found, on exa- 
mination, to be no brain within the 
cranium, but only a clot of black 
blood in place thereof. A more 
probable account is given, about the 
same period, of a soldier who took 
three ounces of snuff daily, and who 
had vertigo and fatal apoplexy at 
the age of 32. It was even the 
custom, in former times, to write and 
defend theses against it in the various 
colleges, A story is told of one 
Fagan, a scholar at the university of 
Paris, who was prevented by illness 
from defending a thesis on this sub- 
ject, and was obliged to employ a 
friend in his place. The substitute 
chosen, unforiunately, happened to be 
an inveterate snufftaker, and the box 
being produced many times in the 
course of his argument, furnished a 
most excellent commentary to the 
texts he declaimed. 

Without going back to a distant 
period, however, there are sufficient 
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facts within the reach of every one 
to show that the effect of tobacco on 
the system is far from salutary. The 
workmen engaged in the preparation 
of snuff from the leaf, are yellow and | 
unhealthy in appearance, and are 
found to suffer much from colic and 
diarrhoea, from headach, vertigo, and 
trembling of the limbs, and from 
asthmatic affections of the chest. 
A decoction of tobacco employed 
externally for itch, has been found, 
after a certain time, to occasion vo- 
miting and profuse diabetes. Many 
particular instances of its violent 
effects may be gathered from the 
various sources of medical informa- 
tion. There can be no doubt, there- 
fore, that the continued use of this 
article, even to a moderate extent, 
must tend to impair the digestive 
system, and enfeeble the powers of 
the stomach. We may add to this 
general danger, the particular incon- 
veniences arising from the several 
forms in which the article is used. 
The most disgusting of these, with- 
out doubt, is the chewing; its effects 
on the teeth, gums, and tongue, are 
too obvious to be mistaken; and the 
necessity of spitting, which it gene- 
rally induces, is as troublesome as 
unseemly. The pipe and the cigar 
taint the breath, and are inducements 
to indulgence in vinous potations ; 
while snuff, besides the odious de- 
fluxion which it creates, inflames the 
Schneiderian membrane, clogs the 
nasal passages, and impairs, or may 
even ruin, the voice, To the wise 
and reflective there is this argument 
above all, that the article in every 
form is a needless luxury, yielding 
no possible good, and, from being 
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Indifferent or disgusting, becoming, 
from the habitual use of it, as neces- 


sary as the dram to the tippler. As 


every artificial want requires a cer- 
tain complication of means for its 
gratification, every habit of this kind, 
when formed, is a source of depend- 
ence—a real abridgment of liberty. 
—A gentleman, while rambling 
through a forest in France, was 
startled at seeing a man extended 
on the ground, and apparently in the 
agonies of death. He kindly inquir- 
ed what brought him to this state. 
* Alas! Sir,” answered the man, “* I 
left home this morning without my 
snuff-box ; and, on missing it, instead 
of returning, I attempted to proceed: 
my strength, however, soon failed 
me, and, unless you can furnish me 
from your box, I must shortly expire.” 


Thus saying, he sank on the ground, 


from which he had raised himself to 
make this affecting appeal. The 
gentleman had no snuff about him ; 
but, having seen a woodcutter at no 
great distance, he returned to the 
place and procured a box, with which 
he hastened to give relief to the ex- 
hausted stranger. This story is re- 
lated on the best possible authority, 
and, in all its essential particulars, is 
unquestionably true. 


After all, perhaps the best reason 
for indulgences of this kind is, that 
they furnish enjoyment when other 
sources of satisfaction are cut off. 
If any may claim them as a privi- 


lege, it is the aged, the unfortunate, 


the solitary. To these let it be 
conceded to fly to the intoxication 
of tobacco, as less degrading, certain- 
ly, if not less repulsive, than that 
of gin or of whiskey. But there is 


VIS MEDICATRIX NATURE. 


no good reason why those whose 
faculties are still vigorous, should 
permit them, even for any portion 
of their waking hours, to be stupified 
or dormant; why those who owe to 
society their greatest pleasures, 
should repay the debt by indulging 
in a habit which may render them 
repulsive even to their most valued 
friends ; or why those who still enjoy 
the blessings of youth and health, 
should incur, by any voluntary act, 
the miseries of disease, or the curse 
of a premature and unhonored old age. 


MEDICATRIX NATURE, 
WE are presented, in a late number 
of the Midland Medical Reporter, 
with two cases, the circumstances of 
which illustrate, in a remarkable 
manner, the kind of defence which 
the system sets up to counteract a 
morbid process which threatens its 
dissolution. In both cases there 
existed stricture of the rectum; in 
one at the upper part, just at the 
termination of the sigmoid flexure of 
the colon, and in the other just under 
the promontory of the sacrum: in 
both very great constipation had 


continued for a cc: siderable period 


before death; and_ in both it was 
observed, on making the examina- 
tion, that the colon was filled with 
large quantities of feces in a state 
almost fluid. For the accumulation 
it was not difficult to account; but 
the soft state in which the intestinal 
contents were found, could only be 
explained by supposing that the usual 
action of the absorbents was sus- 
pended, in order that these contents 
might remain of a proper consistence 
to be squeezed through the small 
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aperture which they were obliged to 
pass. That this inactivity of the 
absorbents was not common to the 
whole tract of large intestine, was 
proved by the fact that the feces 
expelled during life, and which might 
be supposed to have remained a 
certain time in the rectum, were as 
hard as they are found to be in or- 
dinary cases of constipation from a 
different cause. Should it be found 
that this state of things occurs uni- 
versally in similar cases, it may well 
be regarded as a most singular and 
most salutary provision. 


EXCISION OF PART OF THE BRAIN. 
It may perhaps be recorded among 
one of the most singular instances of 
escape from death, that a lad ten 
or twelve years old, by the name of 
Gage, living within three miles of 
Hamilton, was kicked by a horse 
about three months ago, in a manner 
which precluded any reasonable hope 
of his recovery. The toe cork of the 
horse-shuve struck the boy a little 
above the forehead, and cleaved off 
a piece of the skullbone to the full 
size of a silver dollar, The brains 
immediately issued from this wound, 
and settled on the surface of the 
head, to the bigness of, and resem- 
bling in shape, a large watch. ‘These 
brains were taken off, and are now 
preserved in a bottle, for the satis- 
faction of the incredulous, The boy, 
after the lapse of two hours from the 
accident, recovered his natural senses, 
and is now in as perfect a state of 
mind as if the thing had never oc- 
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curred. The leading facts of this 
singular accident we have from Dr. 
Case, Jr. who was the attendant sur- 
geon and physician, and who has the 
patient still in charge.—Gore Bal. 


Lunatic Hospital Site—The 
Worcester gis states that the 
Governer (to whom was referred the 
selection of a site) has selected a 
beautiful swell of land opposite the 
centre of that village on the south- 
east, commanding a delightful pros- 
pect of the village and adjacent 
country. Twelve acres of this lot 
have been conveyed by its late pro- 
prietor, Capt. Samuel B. Thomas, 
to the State, for the sum of $2500, 
the amount voted to be raised and 
paid by the town of Worcester, in 
case the Hospital should be located 
there. The lot determined upon 
combines probably more advantages 
than any other that has been offered 
to the State. 


Accident,—Dr. Dayers, of the U. 
S. Navy, had his arm broken and 
was badly wounded in the head, on 
Friday last, at the Norfolk House, 
Roxbury. He was getting into his 
chaise, or had just seated himself, in 
the yard of the House, when a rock, 
not far distant, was blown, the ex- 
plosion of which frightened his horse, 
who ran, and the chaise, striking the 
curb stone, was overturned, and the 
Doctor thrown out.—He is expected 
to recover, 


Mr. Madeira, a medical student at 
Chambersburg, Penn., has invented 
what he calls Bullet Forceps, which 
are highly commended in the Ame- 
rican Journal of the Med. Sciences. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING JUNE 10, 


Date. | Sex. | Age. | Disease. Date.|Sex.|Age. | Disease. 
une 4.|M./4 mo {inflammation on the lungs 8.| F.|16 yrs drowned 

5.) F./57 yrs|palsy F.|10 mo dropsy on the brain 
M./55 —|dropsy M.|26 yrs|drowned (May 26) 

6., F..33 jdebility M.\17 _jconsumption 
F./85 age 0.| |24h 

7.1M.|16 _|inflammation in the bowels M.|9 mo |hooping cough 
M.|65 palsy 


Males, 7,—Females, 5. Total, 13. 
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MED. SCHOOL IN BOSTON. 


HE Courses of Lectures begin annu- 
ally on the third Wednesday in Oc- 
tober, and are continued daily for three 
months, on the following subjects :— 
Anatomy and Surgery, by WAR- 
REN, M.D. 
Chemistry, by Joan W. WensteEr, M.D. 
Materia Medica, by Jacoz M.D. 
Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, by 
WALTER M.D. 
Theory and Practice of Physic, by JamES 
Jackson, M.D. 


The apparatus and collections of speci- 
mens used in illustrating the demonstra- 
tive courses, are very extensive. The 
fees for all the courses amount to $70. 
Board is obtained for about $3 per week. 

This institution now offers greater ad- 
vantages for the acquirement of a tho- 
rough medical education, than it has 
done at any former period of its history. 
During the last two years the means of 
obtaining practical knowledge of the ana- 
tomical structure of the human body have 
been amply supplied to pupils, probably 
at a less expense than in any other of the 
schools in the United States. The oppor- 
tunity of witnessing numerous important 
and capital operations in surgery, and of 
attending the clinical practice of one of 
the best regulated hospitals in this coun- 
try, are gratuitously afforded to all who 
attend the lectures of the professors. 

June 22. 7t 


NEW MEDICAL WORKS, 


db on published, and for sale, by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE,— 

A Treatise upon the Semeiology of the 
Eye, for the Use of Physicians ; and of the 
Countenance, for Criminal Jurisprudence. 
By J. F. Danie. Lossteiy, M.D. 

A Treatise on Surgical and General 
Anatomy. By Wittiam £. Horner, 
M.D. In2vols. 2d edition, revised and 
corrected. 

The American Dispensatory ; contain- 
ing the Natural, Chemical, Pharmaceu- 


Substances employed in Medicine. To- 
gether with the Operations of Pharmacy, 
illustrated and explained according to the 
Principles of Modern Chemistry. ‘To 


( 828 ) 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


tical, and Modern History, of the difierent - 


which are added Toxicological and other 
Tables; the Prescription for Patent Me- 
dicines, and various Miscellaneous Pre- 
parations. Eighth edition, improved and 
greatly enlarged, by JoHn REDMAN 
Coxk, M.D. 

May 25. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 


ATHAN JARVIS, on account of fre- 

quent solicitations, will constantl 
keep for sale FRESH VACCINE VIRUS, | 
taken by a physician from healthy sub- 
jects. It will be furnished at a reasona- 
ble price on demand, either in scabs or 
quills. Physicians in the country who 
are in want of Virus, can send their orders 
by mail, as it can be enclosed in a letter 
and transmitted without any great ex- 
pense of postage. June 1. 

Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No. 188 Washington Street. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 
SMALL lot of remarkably fine 
Leeches, having been kept over 
the winter, and never used, are offered by 
retail by R. 4. NEWELL, 
Druggist, Summer Street. 
Leeches sent to any part of the city 
and applied without any extra charge. 
June 15. ot 


HALLER’S ELEMENTS OF 
PHYSIOLOGY. 
OR sale—Haller’s Elements of Phy- 
siology, complete in eight volumes 
4to., elegantly bound in calf. Inquire at 
Cottons and Barnard’s, No. 184 Wash- 
ington Street. 
May 4. 


MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 
UST received, by CARTER & HEN- 


DEE,— 

The New York Medical Inquirer, and 
Domestic Magazine, Vol. 1, No.5. For 
May, 1820. 

The North American Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. Published under the Au- 
spices of the Kappa Lambda Association 
of the United States—No. 18. For 
April, 1830. May. 18. 


Published weekly, by Joun Cotron, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., t° 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, i 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars i 
not paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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